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325. Dwarf mume trees as grown in Japan (Prunus mume).
326. The mume, or Japanese apricot (Prunus mume).



E X P L A N A T O R Y N O T E

This circular is made up principally of notes received from agri-
cultural explorers, foreign collaborators, and correspondents, concern-
ing the more important plants which have been received recently "by the
Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction. It also contains re-
ports on the behavior of plants which have been introduced in previous
years.

Descriptions appearing here are revised and later published in the
Inventory of Seeds and Plants Imported,--the permanent record of plant
introductions made by this Office.

Plant Immigrants should be considered merely an ANNOUNCEMENT OF
THE ARRIVAL OF PLANT MATERIAL. As a rule all material is propagated
before being distributed; this may require several years.

The Annual Catalogue of New Plant Introductions describes briefly
the plants available for distribution. Application for seeds or plants
listed in Plant Immigrants may be sent at any time, however, and will
be filed in the order of their receipt. When material is ready for dis-
tribution, these requests will be given first attention; if their num-
ber is sufficient to exhaust the available supply of a given species,
it will not be included in the .Annual Catalogue.

Plant breeders and experimenters who desire plants not available
in this country are invited to correspond with this Office which will
endeavor to secure the required material through its agricultural ex-
plorers, foreign collaborators, or correspondents.

DAVID FAIRCHILD
Agricultural Explorer in Charge,

Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction.

Issued May 23, 1923. Washington, D. C.

Anyone desiring to republish any portion of this
circular should obtain permission by applying to
this Office.
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ACACIA 8pp. (Mimosaceae), 56183 and 56184, From Brisbane, Queens-
land. Seeds presented by E. W, Bick, curator, Botanic Garden.

56183. ACACIA FASCICUUFERA. A tall acacia from southwest Queens-
land, where it sometimes reaches a height of 70 feet. The phyllodia or
"leaflike stems" are leathery, very narrow, with callous tips, and from
4 to 6 inches long. The flower heads, each containing 20 to 30 flowers,
are borne in small axillary clusters. The very hard red wood is close
grained and is considered a useful building wood. (Adapted from Bailey,
Queensland Flora, pt. 2, p. 487.)

56184. ACACIA JUNCIFOLIA. A large slender-branched shrub with rush-
like phyllodia 6 inches long or more and tipped with erect or curved
points. The small fuzzy globular flower heads are borne singly or in
pairs. The shrub is native to Queensland. (Adapted from Bailey, Queens-
land Flora, pt. 2, p. 483.)

ACER spp. (Aceraceae), 56453 to 56456. Maple. From Darjiling,
India. Seeds presented by G. H. Cave, curator, Lloyd Botanic Gardens.

56453. ACER CAUDATUM. A large tree with dark-gray bark and 5-
lobed red-stemmed leaves 2£ to 5 inches long. The shiny, compact,
moderately hard wood is white with a faint pink tinge. This maple is
found in the temperate Himalayas at altitudes of 7,000 , to 11,000 feet.
(Adapted from Gamble, Manual of Indian Timbers, p. 201, and from Hooker,
Flora of British India, vol. 1, p. 695.)

56454. # ACER HOOKERI. A tree 40 to 50 feet high, with deeply
fissured brown bark, native to the Sikkim Himalayas at altitudes of
8,000 to 10,000 feet. The oval leaves are not lobed, and, though us-
ually green, are sometimes copper colored. The wood is gray with small
pores and very numerous, fine, red, medullary rays. (Adapted from
Gamble, Manual of Indian Timbers, p. 200, and from Hooker, Flora of
British India, vol. 1, p. 694.)

56455. ACER PECTINATUM. A small maple closely related to A.
caudatum, from which it differs chiefly in foliage characters. It is
common in the Sikkim Himalayas at altitudes of 8,000 to 12,000 feet.
(Adapted from Gamble, Manual of Indian Timbers, p. 199.)

56456. ACER SIKKIMENSE, A small tree with thin, gray bark, native
to the eastern temperate Himalayas at altitudes of 7,000 to 9,000 feet.
The ovate leaves are undivided and up to 6 inches in length. The wood
is a shining gray with distinct annual rings, with numerous, fine, med-
ullary rays. (Adapted from Gamble, Manual of Indian Timbers, p. 200,
and from Hooker, Flora of British India, vol. 1, p. 694.)

AESCULUS WILSONII (Aesculaceae), 56390. Horse-chettnut. From China.
Seeds presented by C, A. Reed, Bureau of Plant Industry. "(No. 22c.
Peking.) Obtained from J. Hers, secretary-general, Lunghai Railway."
(Reed.)
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A horse-chestnut, native to Szechwan and Hupeh, China, which is
very closely allied to A. ehinensis, from which it differs only in a few
minor characters. It is a large tree with leaves that are downy when
young and white flowers borne in racemes which sometimes become 16
inches in length. The burs are rough but not spiny. (Adapted from
Bean, Trees and Shrubs Hardy in the British Isles, vol. 1, p. 168.)

AMYGDALUS COMMUNIS (Amygdalaceae), 56178. Almond. From Serai,
Bagdad, Mesopotamia. Seeds presented by G. S. Cameron, Officiating
Director of Agriculture, Serai. "Sweet almonds with a hard, thick
shell; native to Mesopotamia." (Cameron.) • ... •

ASPARAGUS AFRICANUS (Convallariaceae), 56483. From Loanda, Angola,
Africa. Seeds presented by John Gossweiler. "This asparagus is a
great delicacy, and in my opinion better than any of the cultivated
kinds." (Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, in note under.S.P.I. 32271.)

A much-branched tall shrub, native to many places in tropical and
South Africa. The main branches are woody and the leaves are.spiny at
the base. The lr-seeded berries are a sixth of an inch in diameter,
(Adapted from Thiselton-Dyer, Flora of Tropical Africa, vol. 7,p. 433.)

BRACHYCHITON DISCOLOR (Sterculiaceae), 56185. From Brisbane,Queens-
land. Seeds presented by E. W. Bick, curator, Botanic Garden, Brisbane.
A large tree, native to southern Australia, with roundish heart-shaped
leaves, 4 to 6 inches in diameter, with white-velvety lower surfaces.
The rose-red flowers, up to 2 inches long, are borne in few-flowered
clusters in the upper axils. The wood is soft, light colored, and of
rather coarse grain; when dried, however, it hardens, and makes good
shingles. (Adapted from Maiden, Useful Native Plants, of Australia, p.
600, and from Bailey, Queensland Flora, pt. 1, p. 138.) ...

CASSIA BREWSTERI TOMENTELLA (Caesalpiniaceae), 56186. From Bris-
bane, Queensland. Seeds presented by B. W. Bick, curator, Botanic
Garden, An erect, slender tree 20 to 30 feet high, found in thickets
about Obum Obum, Queensland, where, it is known as "bean tree." The
branches, under surface of the leaflets, and small yellow flowers are
covered with fine white hairs. The cylindrical pods, 1 to2 feet long,
are bright reddish brown. (Adapted from Bailey, Queensland Flora, pt.
2, p. 456.)

CASTANEA MOLUSSIMA (Fagaceae), 56393. Chestnut From China. Seeds
presented by C. A. Reed, Bureau of Plant Industry. "(No. 18c. Anshan,
Chihli. October, 1922.) Nuts obtained on the streets of Anshan, a rail-
road station between Lanchow and Changli; perhaps originally from north
of Lanchow. There are many orchards containing a hundred trees or more
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about a day's travel north of Lanchow." (Reed.)

CASTANOPSIS sp. (Fagaceae), 56472. Chestnut. From Yunnan, China.
Seeds collected by J. F. Hock, Agricultural Explorer of the Bureau of
Plant Industry. "(No. 6729. Mengka. October 12, 1922.) Seeds of a
tree 50 to 60 feet high, which grows in the mountains at an altitude
of 6,500 feet. The glossy, glabrous leaves are ovate-acuminate and
toothed near the apices, and the burs, an inch to an inch and a half
in diameter, inclose two or three brown hairy nuts in each bur. The
bur is quite similar to that of Castanopsis armata." (Rock.)

CHAETOCHLOA ITAUCA (Poaceae), 56399. Millet From China. Seeds
presented by C. A. Reed, Bureau of Plant Industry. "(No. 60c. Peking,
Chihli.) Millet forms one of the most important cereal foods of the
natives of northern China. I consider it delightful as a breakfast
food, although among the Chinese it is classed with sweet potatoes as
'coolie food.1 There are many varieties, ranging in height up to 3 or
4, or even 6 feet, and there are said to be two distinct groups, the
ordinary kind and the glutinous kind." (Reed.)

CYRTANTHUS CONTRACTUS (Amaryllidaceae), 56198, From Pretoria,
Transvaal, Union of South Africa. Bulbs presented by I. B. Pole Evans,
chief, Division of Botany, Department of Agriculture, Pretoria. A
handsome member of the amaryllis family from the Transvaal, where its
conspicuous beauty as it flowers on the burnt-over fields has earned
it the name of "Fire-lily." The narrow, bluish green leaves are over
a foot in length, and the Vandyke-red peduncle, 7 inches or over long,
bears a pendulous cluster of faintly scented, scarlet or carmine flowers
with strawberry-red pedicels. (Adapted from Flowering Plants of South
Africa, vol. lf pi. 4.)

ERYTHRINA spp. (Fabaceae), 56187 and 56188. From Brisbane, Queens-
land. Seeds presented by E. W. Bick, curator, Botanic Garden.

56187. ERYTHRINA TOMENTOSA. A small tree 10 to 15 feet high, with
thick, rough, prickly bark; native to South Africa. The trifoliolate
long-stemmed leaves, 10 to 14 inches long and wide, are densely hairy
on both surfaces, and the bright crimson flowers are borne in many-
flowered spikelike clusters. The woody pods, velvety on the surface,
are alternately swollen and contracted, which gives them a bizarre ap-
pearance. (Adapted from J. Medley Wood, Natal Plants, vol. 4, pis.
384 and 385.)

56188. ERYTHRINA VESPERTILIO. Coral tree. Usually a small tree, with
prickly branches, broadly 3-lobed leaves, and numerous erect, showy
racemes of red flowers. The soft, straw-colored wood is very light and
spongy, and is used by the natives for making shields. The roots are
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eaten raw. (Adapted from Maiden, Useful Native Plants of Australia,
p. 426, and from Bailey, Queensland Flora, pt. 2, p. 426.)

EUCALYPTUS RARIFLORA (Myrtaceae), 56189. From Brisbane, Queens-
land. Seeds presented by E. W. Bick, curator, Botanic Garden. A tall
eucalypt from Queensland, where it appears to be rather rare. The
slender branchlets are of a pleasing red, and the very variable leaves
are almost circular on young branches, becoming very narrow on the
older wood. The slender panicles contain usually a few scattered
flowers. (Adapted from Queensland Agricultural Journal, new series,
vol. 1, p. 62.)

EUCALYPTUS STAIGERIANA (Myrtaceae), 56147. Lemon-scented ironbark.
From Brisbane, Queensland. Seeds presented by C. T. White, Government
botanist. "This is a valuable oil-yielding species which so far has
not been exploited because the trees grow in rather isolated places in
North Queensland. "• (White.)

A tree of medium size with oval or narrow blue-green leaves cover-
ed with numerous oil dots. The foliage of this tree yields a large
quantity of oil, equal in fragrance to that of lemons, and for which
it is an agreeable substitute. The proportion of oil obtained from dry
leaves is 2| per cent; the specific gravity of the oil is 0.901. (Adapt-
ed from Bailey, Synopsis of the Queensland Flora, p. 176.)

FESTUCA OVINA NOVO-ZELANDIAE (Poaceae), 56388. Fescue-tussock grass.
From Stanley, Falkland Islands. Seeds presented by the Colonial Sec-
retary. (This grass does well in the cool and equable climate of the
Falkland Islands, where it gets but little sunshine, and it is intro-
duced for testing as forage in regions of similar climatic conditions.)
A densely tufted perennial grass with culms 12 to 20 inches high and
with erect, very narrow, cylindric, sharply pointed, rough leaves al-
most as long as the culms. This grass is native to North Island, New
Zealand. (Adapted from Cheeseman, Manual of the New Zealand Flora,
p. 917.)

HYDNOCARPUS ALPINA (Flacourtiaceae), 56445. From Loiret, France.
Seeds presented by Edmond Versin. (This is a close relative of Taraktogenos
kurzii, the source of the genuine chaulmoogra oil, and it is introduced
for testing as a possible source of the same oil.) A large tree, 70
to 100 feet in height, with very variable leaves (red when young and
deep green when old), up to 7 inches long and Z\ inches wide, and
dioecious flowers in axillary racemes. The fruit is globose, about the
size of an apple, with a brown, hairy surface. The seeds yield an oil
which is used as fuel, and the wood is employed for general carpentry.
The tree is native to the Nilghiri Hills in southern India. (Adapted



PL 325.

DWARF MUME TREES AS GROWN IN JAPAN.

(Prunus mume Sieb. and Zucc.)

The mume, or Japanese apricot, normally a tree 15 to 20 feet
high, is sometimes trained by Japanese horticulturists in
the dwarf form shown above. The flowering cherry is the
favorite flower of the Japanese people, whereas the flowering
mume is the favorite of the Japanese poets and artists
because of its more picturesque branching habit and its fra-
grance. It has been confused by many with the flowering
plum, but it is really allied to the apricot. In the latitude
of Washington, D. C, 15 varieties of mume have been
planted, and 10 of them have survived the severe winters
of the past 15 years. The trunk seems peculiarly resist-
ant to the attacks of the peach borer and to crown-gall;
while the fr*uits, which are among the sourest known, yield
when pickled one of the staple relishes of the Japanese
menu. (Photographed by K. Tamari, Kagoshima, Japan.)


